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The highlight of the twinning year was the visit to France which was a great success and, amazingly, 

despite fears of fuel shortages and train and air traffic controllers’ strikes, we all arrived home safely 

and punctually. 

Peter Hurst, our chairperson, hosted a social ‘debriefing’ evening on our return to discuss the visit 

and share photographs, memories – and paté from the visit. 

Most people stayed with people they had met previously but there were one or two new faces so 

we were meeting up with old friends – in some cases of 30 years – and making new ones. There was 

a lovely warm atmosphere. 

On the Friday night there was a ‘cocktail – dinatoire’ soirée, hosted by the Town Council. We were 

welcomed by the Deputy Mayor.The canapés were many and varied and exquisitely made. It was a 

good opportunity to circulate and renew old acquaintances. Roland Carayon spoke movingly of 

Lawrie Maries and Ian Hill who had done so much for the School Exchange even before the towns 

twinned. Many Journal readers will have fond memories of their visit to Le Haillan with Brockington 

Colllege. 

On the Saturday we had an excellent guided tour of Angoulême which is making a name as the 

Capital of the Cartoon Strip with public art on view around the town and a college set up by the 

Japanese to teach manga drawings and animation. From there we went to visit a chateau with a 

guided tour from the chatelaine herself who opened our eyes to the difficulties involved in bringing 

a long neglected chateau back to life. On returning to Le Haillan we had a delicious dinner with 

menus decorated with the LCFC logo and topped with a crown to represent Richard lll, a thoughtful 

touch.  

Sunday was a free day. The Dune de Pilat or other parts of the coast were a popular destination and 

more sumptuous meals were consumed. 

On the Monday we drove out to visit the gardens of another chateau which we toured by land train. 

We had been very lucky to avoid most of the heavy showers until then but everyone magically 

produced brollies and waterproofs and we soon dried out over yet another delicious lunch. 

In the evening we met for an indoor ‘pique – nique’ and were entertained by a Basque choir. They 

sang mainly in Basque (according to our French friend it’s more difficult to learn than Chinese!) but 

included some French songs and everyone joined in enthusiastically for ‘Wild Rover’- in English! 

Our September meeting will include the AGM and we will have more social events planned for the 

autumn and winter. A “Bring a dish” evening and a Sunday lunch in November have already  been 

suggested. As you can see, we have an enjoyable social and fundraising programme, even without 

our visits to France and from the French which are the highlight of our year. 

Why not come along to a meeting or social event to see if it is for you? We visit Le Haillan, France, 

every two years. We will be looking forward to learning when the French will visit us in  2017. Le 

Haillan is situated close to Bordeaux in a lovely area of the country. Anyone wishing to join the 



Association will be made very welcome. You don’t have to speak French [though it helps!]; having an 

open mind and willingness to try new things is more important. 

Our meetings start at 8pm on the first Tuesday of alternate months at the Civic Centre. Our next 

meeting is on Tuesday, September 6th 2016. Please ring: 0116 2848514 or 01455 209021 or   E -mail: 

barbara.spence19@googlemail.com for a leaflet, further details or to meet the members. 
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